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Datalogz vs. Native Monitoring Tools in
Power Bl and Tableau

Unlocking Enterprise-Scale Bl Rationalization, Automation, and Governance

Executive Summary

While Microsoft Power Bl Premium/Fabric and Tableau Server/Cloud provide some
administrative and monitoring capabilities, enterprises today require a higher level of
intelligence, automation, and cross-platform governance to manage growing Bl
ecosystems. Datalogz addresses the critical gaps in metadata management, report duplication,
license optimization, and governance enforcement, delivering capabilities that native tools do
not support.

Gartner and other industry analysts have consistently pointed out the lack of mature
governance in Power BIl. Datalogz directly addresses these concerns, enabling data leaders to
build a modern Bl operating framework that scales efficiently.

Native Capabilities: Power Bl and Tableau

Power Bl Admin Portal

This is the central hub for managing the Power Bl service within your organization. It provides
controls for:

e Tenant Settings: Configuring organization-wide settings for sharing, publishing, and data
governance features.
Capacity Management: Monitoring and managing Power Bl Premium capacities.
Workspace Management: Overseeing workspaces and their settings.
Audit Logs: Accessing detailed logs of user and administrative activities within Power BI.
Data Governance Policies: Configuring settings related to data protection and
compliance within Power Bl.

PowerShell

You can use PowerShell cmdlets for Power Bl to automate administrative tasks, such as
managing users, groups, and workspace settings, which contributes to governance efforts.
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In summary, for governing Power Bl, you'll primarily rely on Microsoft Purview for data
cataloging, lineage, sensitivity labeling, and audit; Microsoft Entra for identity and access
management; Microsoft Intune for device management (if applicable); and the Power Bl Admin
Portal for Power Bl-specific governance settings and monitoring. PowerShell can be used for
automation.

Comparison

While the Microsoft governance tools (Purview, Entra ID, Intune, Power Bl Admin Portal,
PowerShell) can be used to govern Power Bl, a tool like Datalogz offers a more specialized and
more comprehensive approach specifically tailored for Business Intelligence governance, which
includes Power BI.

Here's a breakdown of the key differences:

Focus and Scope:

e Microsoft Governance Tools: These tools have a broader scope, designed to govern
various aspects of the Microsoft ecosystem (Microsoft 365, Azure). While they offer
capabilities relevant to Power B, they are not solely focused on BI.

e Datalogz: The control tower is specifically built for Bl governance and operations (BI
Ops). Its primary focus is on managing and optimizing Bl environments like Power B,
Tableau, and Qlik. It aims to address the unique challenges of Bl sprawl, data trust, cost
optimization, and security within the analytics consumption layer.

Depth of Bl-Specific Features:

e Microsoft Governance Tools: Provide fundamental governance capabilities for Power B,
such as access control, auditing, data cataloging, and sensitivity labeling. However, they
lack deeper insights and automated actions specific to Bl assets.

e Datalogz: Offers features deeply integrated with the nuances of Bl platforms:

o Automated Monitoring & Cleanup: Identifies redundant dashboards, duplicate
datasets, and outdated reports in Power Bl.

o Intelligent Access & Security Control: Maps Power Bl user permissions, tracks
access patterns, and aims to prevent blind spots specific to BI.

o Cost Optimization & License Management: Tracks Power Bl report usage and
system performance to identify cost-saving opportunities related to licenses and
underlying infrastructure (like Snowflake if Power Bl connects to it).

Bl Inventory: Automatically creates an inventory of all Power Bl reporting assets.
Risk Detection: Identifies reporting, security, governance, and compliance risks
within Power BI.

o Continuous BI Audit: Continuously audits Power Bl environments for cost,
performance, and risk.

o Unified Metadata Layer: Unifies metadata across multiple Bl tools (like Power Bl
and Tableau), providing a holistic view.
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Automation and Proactive Management:

e Microsoft Governance Tools: Offer automation capabilities (e.g., with PowerShell and
Azure Policy), but the level of built-in automation specifically for Bl asset lifecycle
management and optimization might is less extensive and not built with Power Bl
governance in mind.

e Datalogz: Emphasizes automated monitoring, policy enforcement, and proactive
identification of issues within the Bl environment, reducing the need for manual
intervention.

User Interface and User Persona:

e Microsoft Governance Tools: Often have interfaces designed for IT administrators and
compliance officers. While Purview aims to be more user-friendly for data stewards, the
primary audience isn't always the Bl analyst or business user.

e Datalogz: Is designed with Bl teams in mind, aiming to provide a control tower for
managing their analytics consumption layer. Our interface and features are tailored to
the specific needs and workflows of Bl professionals.

Multi-Platform Support:

e Microsoft Governance Tools: Primarily focused on governing Microsoft technologies.

e Datalogz: Often supports multiple Bl platforms (e.g., Power Bl, Tableau, Qlik), providing
a single pane of glass for governing a diverse Bl landscape.

Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud Administration

Tableau’s administrative features are designed to help organizations manage content, users,
access controls, and performance monitoring across on-premises (Server) and cloud
environments. Core components include:

e Site Settings: Configure organization-wide controls for permissions, content visibility,
extract encryption, and user authentication.

e User and Group Management: Create and manage user roles, assign site and project
permissions, and control access to assets and features.

e Content Governance: Enforce permissions at the workbook, datasource, and project
level; certify datasources; and manage shared assets.

e Monitoring & Admin Views: Built-in dashboards show activity by user, workbook, and
datasource, including server performance and background tasks.

e Data Lineage: Tableau Catalog (part of the Data Management Add-On) offers limited
lineage and impact analysis between workbooks, datasources, and databases.
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e Logging & Audit: Admins can access server logs and API-driven extract history to track
usage and operational events.

Tableau REST API and Tabcmd
Advanced administrative tasks can be scripted using Tableau’s REST API or Tabcmd CLI, such
as automating content management, scheduling extract refreshes, or provisioning users.

In summary, Tableau governance relies on a combination of native admin views, server or site
settings, project-level permission enforcement, and optional add-ons like the Data Management
add-on (for metadata and lineage) or Advanced Management (for enhanced scalability and
monitoring). Deeper governance workflows and automated cleanup must be developed
in-house or through third-party solutions.

Comparison

While Tableau’s built-in tools allow organizations to manage user access, monitor content
activity, and implement some governance controls, Datalogz offers a more advanced and
comprehensive solution for Bl governance, inventory, and rationalization.

Key Differences Between Tableau Admin Tools and Datalogz

Focus and Scope

e Tableau Admin Tools: Built primarily to manage Tableau environments. Focuses on user
access, workbook publishing, performance, and extract scheduling.

e Datalogz: Designed to manage Bl operations across Tableau and other platforms like
Power Bl and Qlik. Centralized monitoring, governance, and cost control for the entire Bl
layer, not just Tableau.

Depth of Bl-Specific Features

e Tableau Admin Tools: Offer basic lineage, activity monitoring, and project-level
permission controls. Tableau provides descriptive data with out the ability to take action
without homegrown solutions.

e Datalogz: Provides automated issue detection and workflows to solve issues like stale
dashboards, duplicate workbooks, orphaned datasources, and non-compliant asset
sharing. Maintains a live inventory of Tableau assets and enables cleanup workflows.

Governance and Security Enforcement
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e Tableau Admin Tools: Enforce project-level security and certified datasources, but
require manual oversight.

e Datalogz: Actively monitors for non-certified content usage, unlicensed report ownership,
and security policy violations. Can auto-trigger review workflows or alerts.

Cost Optimization and License Management

e Tableau Admin Tools: No direct features for license rationalization.
e Datalogz: |dentifies unused Creator/Viewer licenses, surfaces underused content, and
supports license optimization decisions with usage trends.

Automation and Proactive Management

e Tableau REST API/Tabcmd: Enables custom automation but requires significant
engineering effort.

e Datalogz: Includes prebuilt automated monitors, policy enforcement rules, and workflow
triggers with no scripting required.

User Interface and Target Personas

e Tableau Admin Tools: Geared toward site admins and IT support roles.
e Datalogz: Designed for Bl and analytics teams, enabling governance, cleanup, and
reporting operations in one platform with the ability to action.

Multi-Platform Support

e Tableau Admin Tools: Support only Tableau.
e Datalogz: Consolidates governance for Tableau, Power Bl, and Qlik—offering a unified
control layer for complex Bl ecosystems.

Why Datalogz Is Better: Key Differentiators

1. Automated Metadata Syncing Across Systems

Datalogz connects directly with both Power Bl and Tableau, automatically synchronizing
metadata into a normalized model. This enables:

e Unified views across Bl platforms
e Centralized understanding of data asset relationships
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e Continuous metadata refresh without manual effort or API scripting

2. Bl Rationalization at Scale
Datalogz introduces intelligent monitors to identify:

Duplicate dashboards, datasets, and reports
Stale or unused content (30-day+ inactivity thresholds)

Orphaned assets with no owners or consumers
Datasets and dataflows with broken refresh schedules or excessive latency

These insights power rationalization efforts that save significant time and reduce total cost of Bl
ownership.

3. Automation of Governance and Workflows
Datalogz supports:

e Custom governance monitors (e.g., assets shared externally, uncertified content in use,
unlicensed owners)
Approval-based workflows for deletion, ownership reassignment, or certification
Alerts integrated with email enterprise tools
Policy enforcement at dataset, user, or workspace levels

This replaces ad-hoc processes and static dashboards with proactive, scalable governance.

4. Centralized Bl Observability

Datalogz delivers a single pane of glass to monitor and govern both Power Bl and Tableau
environments. This includes:

e Unified view across tools
e Cross-platform usage and compliance reporting
e Consolidated metadata, lineage, and impact analysis

It is the only solution that supports both observability and governance across systems out of the
box.

5. Power Bl Capacity Optimization

Through detailed capacity utilization analytics, Datalogz helps organizations:
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Understand peak and idle usage patterns
Identify right-sizing opportunities
Prioritize dataset tuning and workload rebalancing
Extend the life of existing Premium/Fabric investments

Comparison Summary: Datalogz vs. Native Tools

Capability

Power Bl
Native Tools

Tableau
Native Tools

Datalogz

of Duplicate or
Redundant Reports

Cross-Platform No No Consolidates metadata across

Metadata Power BI, Tableau, and Qlik into

Normalization a unified model

Unified Bl Asset Partial (via No built-in Automatically builds and

Inventory Admin APIs) feature maintains a live inventory of
reports, dashboards, datasets,
and dataflows

Automated Detection No No Identifies report overlap and

duplicative logic across Bl tools

Stale Asset
Monitoring

Manual or via
APls

Limited (Admin
Views)

Flags unused dashboards,
datasets, and workbooks based
on inactivity thresholds

Orphaned Content No No Detects reports and datasets
Detection without active users or assigned
owners
Custom Policy Requires Requires Built-in monitors (e.g., external
Monitors & Alerts PowerShell & engineering sharing, uncertified usage, failed
Azure Policies | effort refreshes) with no-code alert

setup

Automated
Governance
Workflows

Not available
natively

Not available
natively

Prebuilt workflows for asset
cleanup, ownership
reassignment, certification
enforcement
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License Usage & No detailed No license Identifies underused

Optimization Insights | tracking optimization Viewer/Creator/Pro licenses;
enables rightsizing decisions

Sensitive Content Limited via No Flags sharing of uncertified

Sharing Detection audit logs content and external user
access

Customizable Limited to Requires Define and enforce asset-level

Governance Rules admin-level manual config | governance rules (e.g., stale

settings content auto-flag, certification

status)

Coverage

Power Bl Basic capacity | N/A Analyzes usage patterns,
Premium/Fabric metrics identifies idle workloads, and
Capacity Optimization recommends right-sizing
Actionable Monitoring | Siloed views Descriptive Single-pane observability with
Dashboard by tool only direct action capabilities
User-Centric Interface | Built for IT Built for Site Designed for Bl analysts,

(Bl Teams) Admins Admins engineers, and platform leads
managing analytics
environments

Multi-Platform Power Bl only | Tableau only Supports Power BI, Tableau,

and Qlik in one unified platform

Conclusion

Power Bl and Tableau provide basic administration tools, but they are not designed for
cross-platform governance, metadata unification, or proactive rationalization. These gaps
require significant in-house development, API work, and ongoing maintenance.

Datalogz offers a purpose-built platform to unify Bl observability, automate governance, and
reduce infrastructure costs through actionable intelligence. For organizations operating multiple
Bl platforms or scaling enterprise reporting, Datalogz becomes a foundational part of the

modern Bl stack.
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